SUGGESTED FUNDRAISIING TEMPLATE

A former runner, Courtney Matthews, raised $6,000 with a similar letter. Please feel free to customize and distribute to fellow students, alumni, family and friends.

[Insert Month], [Insert Year]
Dear [Insert Name],

I have some exciting news to share with you. Mark your calendar for 10 a.m. on Monday, April 16, 2012. I hope you will think of me as the gun fires for the start of the 116 running of the Boston Marathon. Yes, you read that right, I have decided to run the Boston Marathon—all 26.2 miles of the legendary course! 

I will run as part of the Tufts Marathon Team (TMT) team. This unique opportunity makes me one of 100 Tufts University students, staff, faculty, alumni, parents, and friends from around the country, who train to run in the annual Boston Marathon, while raising funds to support nutrition, medical, and fitness programs at Tufts. The good news about running with the Tufts Team is that I do not have to meet the normal qualifying times for the Boston Marathon. In exchange, I am charged with raising money for this very worthy cause. Since its inception in 2003, the team has raised more than $3,003,765. 

You don’t have to come to Boston on April 16 to support me. You don’t have to join me on one of my 16 mile training runs. You don’t even have to venture out into the cold, snowy, Boston winter to show your enthusiasm for the challenge I am undertaking! Instead, I am asking for your moral support as well as a donation to help me reach my fundraising goal of $[Insert Amount] to support Tufts University’s work in these areas. Tufts is at the forefront of research on healthy aging, a leader in combating childhood obesity, and in its work to eliminate famine.

Finishing a marathon is going to take a lot of work (over 60,000 steps by my calculations!) I’m hitting the streets running and getting stronger every day. I am doing everything I can to make sure my marathon experience is a success. I will take care of running the 138,336 feet on April 16, but will you help me raise the $[Insert Goal]? Each gift, like every training run, brings me closer to reaching my goal. 

You can support my marathon effort in any of the following easy ways guaranteed not to result in blisters, shin splints, or sore muscles. Your tax deductible gift can be made:

· Online – <insert personal runner url here> and click “sponsor this runner.”

· By mail – I am happy to provide a mailing address if you’d prefer to mail a check. 
Thank you very much for your support! You can see more about my journey by visiting my runner’s page at <insert personal runner url here>.
Best,

[Insert Name]
